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EDUCATION OF STUDENTS OF TRANSPORT SPECTALTIES IN POLAND
CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITIES OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Aleksander Stadkowski, Silesian University of Technology,
E-mail: Aleksander.Sladkowski@polsl.pl

Summary:

The article examines the possibilities of training foreign students in Polish higher education institutions
n the discipline of Transport. The offers of a number of higher education schools are shown, financial
and organizational aspects are considered. The possibilities of cooperation with foreign partner
universities for joint training of students are discussed. Particular attention is given to the possibility of
implementing double degree programs.

Key words:
discipline Transport, Polish higher education institutions, financial and organizational aspects, English-
language courses, cooperation, double degree programs.

INTRODUCTION

Poland is one of the most important countries in
Europe in terms of transport communications.

TRAINING OF HIGHER-QUALIFIED
SPECIALISTS IN POLISH HIGHER

This is not surprising, since the most important SCHUDLS

transcontinental corridors from East to West and Currently, education in Polish universities is
from South to North pass through Poland. It is primarily classified by disciplines, which in turn
obvious that the current political situation in the are divided into separate specialties. Since the
world is not conducive to the exchange of goods. author of the article works at the Silesian
This is especially true for the military situation University of Technology, we will base our
in eastern Ukraine, where traditional transport analysis on the offer of this university for
communications have been disrupted as a result applicants for the 2024/25 academic year. In
of Russian aggression. Nevertheless, according particular, several faculties offer a choice of the
fo statistics on transportation in Europe for 2022 following disciplines: Transport; Aeronautics
i tonne-kilometers, Poland ranks second after and aerospace engineering; Logistics; Railway
Germany for rail transport and first for road transport. As an example, let's consider the
transport [1]. discipline Transport, within which at the Faculty
The above trends determine the needs of the of Transport and Aviation Engineering, a student
labour market in Poland. It is therefore not can choose one of the following specialties at the
surprising that in the article [2] among the most first (engineering) level of study:

popular specialties, truck drivers currently o Operation of motor vehicles;

occupy the first place. This is the most o Operation of rail vehicles;

widespread profession. Obviously, it does not o Rail infrastructure and traffic;

require higher education, but at the same time, o Traffic engineering;

most transport companies require managers, o Transport logistics;

logisticians, and transport process organisers. o Aviation mechanics and operations;
Specialists are needed for the traffic police and o Air navigation;

mnspection. Here, a specialised higher education o Technology and management in road
is already required. Accordingly, higher transport;

education institutions are expanding the o Industrial transport.

recruitment of young people every year for It should be noted that not only within the above
studies in specialties that are somehow related to disciplines can there be specialties related or
the transport industry. close to the transport industry. For example, at

the Faculty of Civil Engineering, within the
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discipline Civil engineering, a student will be
able to study the following specialties:

o Road construction;

o Roads, streets and highways;

o Railroads;

o Bridges.
If we consider the situation in Poland as a whole,
many higher education institutions offer
applicants to study subjects related to transport,

which meets the needs of the industry. As an
example, let's consider the main discipline
Transport. In the 2024/25 academic year, 17
state and 6 private higher schools offer training
in this discipline [3]. State education is more
prestigious and, in addition, free of charge for
full-time education. Table 1 presents the offers
of the specified state higher schools (arranged in
alphabetical order).

Table 1

Propositions of Polish public higher education institutions
for training students in the discipline Transport

e s ‘ g5 full-time, 1,5 full-time,
1 Cracow University of Technology 45 pr i 2.0 i
2 Gdansk University of Technology 3 full-time 1.5 full-time
; i ; : full-time, full-time,
3 Gdynia Maritime University 3.5 i 155 part-time
: . : 3.5 full-time,
4 Kielce University of Technology 40 Dhittin
5 Koszalin University of Technology 4,0 firll-time;
; part-time
6 Lodz University of Technology 3.5 full-time
7 Lublin University of Technology 3.5 full-time 1,5 full-time
" : - . A full-time, full-time,
8 Maritime University of Szczecin 3,5 e 1,5 o
. ! " full-time, full-time,
9 Poznan University of Technology 3.5 e 1,5 i
10 Rzeszow University of Technology 3.5 full-time 1,5 full-time
S ; ; full-time, full-time,
11 Silesian University of Technology 3,5 atitinie 1,5 e
State University of Applied Sciences in full-time,
12 g 3.5 .
Pita part-time
13 State Vocational School in Suwatki S5 full-time
. ’ : : 3.5 full-time, .
14 University of Bielsko-Biala 4.0 part-time 1,5 part-time
N ; 3,5 full-time, 55 full-time,
15 Warsaw University of Technology 4.0 e 2.0 part-time
16 Westbomeranian (st ol 35 full-time 1,5 Fillfire
Technology in Szczecin
17 Wroctaw University of Science and 3.5 full-time 1,5 il hime
Technology

As can be seen from the table, the first level of
study, upon completion of which the student
receives the title of engineer, is 3.5-4.5 years
(mostly 3.5 years, i.e. 7 semesters). All higher
schools teach this discipline full-time, while
most also have a part-time course, which is paid.

Only the most prestigious universities offer
education at the second (master's) level, as they
have higher requirements for the teaching staff.
In general, training at this level lasts for 1.5 years
(3 semesters). The exception is some universities
where part-time courses last for 2 years.

M
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TUITION FEES AT POLISH
UNIVERSITIES AND OTHER EXPENSES

A small number of leading universities conduct
training not only in Polish, but also in English,

and only for full-time classes. Training in
English is paid. The amount of payment is set by
each university individually. Table 2 shows a
comparison of payment for some universities.

Table 2

Tuition fees for English-language courses in Transport for some leading universities

Poznan University of Technology

10500 PLN - first semester,
9200 PLN - each following
semester

Silesian University of
Technology

900 EUR - first semester,
3700 PLN - each following
semester

900 EUR - first semester,
3700 PLN - each following
semester

Warsaw University of
Technology

non-EU students: 2600 EUR per
semester
EU students: 3500 PLN per
semester

It should be noted here that the provided data on
fees was obtained from the websites of the
universities mentioned. In order for the reader to
navigate this information, we will indicate that
the average exchange rate of EUR - PLN on
12.09.2024 was 4.287. It should also be noted
that the lack of an offer of classes in English for
the first level of study at universities other than
the Silesian University of Technology does not
mean that these universities do not have similar
offers for other disciplines. Organizing such
classes at the second level of study, which lasts
not 7 semesters, but only 3 semesters, is much
simpler.

It was stated above that at the Silesian University
of Technology, within the Transport discipline,
there are several specializations that a student
can choose. This does not mean that a student
will necessarily study in the specialization
he/she has chosen. This largely depends on the
choice of other students, i.e. depending on the
students' wishes, academic groups will be
organized in one or another specialization. These
preferences change from year to year, and the
university management tries to organize the
studies depending on the wishes of most
students. This applies to an even greater extent
to the choice of specializations with instruction

in English. Usually, at the first level of study,
students study in English in one or two groups.
In this regard, foreign students often prefer
studying in Polish. Firstly, there is a larger
choice of specialties. Secondly, tuition fees for
foreign students in Polish groups are
significantly lower. For comparison, tuition fees
for Transport in Polish at the Silesian University
of Technology are:

o for level 1 education: 500 EUR - first
semester, 1900 PLN - each following
semester;

o for level 2 education: 600 EUR - first
semester, 2250 PLN - each following
semester.

One of the mandatory requirements for the
admission of foreign students is their knowledge
of English or Polish at level B2, which must be
confirmed by a relevant certificate. In the case of
Polish, this is not always possible, so in order to
prepare students for further studies in Polish, the
Silesian University of Technology organizes
paid intensive courses in Polish, which are
conducted online. In the future, after admission,
the student will be given the opportunity to study
Polish in parallel with his main studies.

Another necessary expense for a foreign student
who will study in Poland is renting an apartment.
Rental prices in Poland vary significantly

s veass s s s e e T
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between cities. Obviously, housing in popular
tourist centers such as Krakow, Gdansk or
Warsaw will be significantly higher than the
average. But even in Katowice, which is not so
popular among tourists, the average price of
renting an apartment is 2663 PLN according to
data [4]. It is therefore not surprising that foreign
students prefer to stay in comfortable rooms in
university dormitories. In particular, for
accommodation in a double room in the Babilon

EU=100

B
Bl o0 >
FEdwe-<110 2
90-< 100

Data not available

dormitory of Silesian University of Technology
with an area of 20 m?, a student must pay 510
PLN per month.

Obviously, another item of expenditure for a
foreign student is food. In this case, this is
usually not a significant problem, since
according to [5] Poland is one of the cheapest
countries in Europe (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Price level index for food and non-alcoholic beverages 2023 [5]

OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION WITH

FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES

The Silesian University of Technology has developed and offers 3 possible schemes of cooperation in
the educational field for the possibility of cooperation with foreign higher education institutions. These

diagrams are shown in Fig. 2-4.

f
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FACULTY

Cooperation is being established
between universities and their
individual departments

To implement this program, the
student must send copies of credited
subjects in the domestic university.
This should be done in the semester
preceding the last year of study.

| Approval of 2 scientific supervisors for
the thesis (domestic and from SUT}

An agreement on academic
cooperation is signed between
universities (MoU)

Defense of the thesis. Possible joint
defense at the Councii of SUT with
the inclusion of representatives of the
partner university. There may be 2
separate thesis defenses

The student is accepted to study
at SUT, remaining a student of the |
domestic university

Obtaining a residence permitin
Poland

It is possible to sign an additional
Double Diploma Agreement

After the defense, each university
issues its own diploma

The SUT Council for Education Quality - - - i ‘

Assurance System decides on the ‘
identity of education and notes

program differences

The issue of tuition fees and
accommodation must be
resolved. If there is an agreement
between universities within the
framework of the Erasmus
program, tuition can be free of
charge, and a scholarship will be
paid to the student. Students of
Polish origin also study for free

Based on the above, a decision is
made to admit a student for at least
the last 2 semesters of study

.

Fig. 2. The first scheme for the training of students of 1 and 2 levels of study

For all specialties, a training program
is developed in which the ;
corresponding SUT program is used as
the base. The developed programs
should provide training for one
semester more to take into account
Cooperation is being established the subjects required for local
between universities and their , education
individual departments : i

FACULTY

Admission to the branch is organized
on a competitive basis,
Representatives of the SUT
participate in the selection committee

Admission to the branch is organized
on a competitive basis.
Representatives of the SUT
participate in the selection committee

If necessary, the developed
educational programs are approved
by the focal ministry

An active advertising campaign is
being carried out, which should

contribute to a wide range of
applicants

-
A significant focus of this campaign is
information on tuition fees. Since the
student will be studying in their own
country, the tuition fee must be the
same as for other students of this
university

An agreement on academic
cooperation is signed between
universities (Mol}

Student training takes place in a local
branch. it is possible to travel to
Poland for practice, provided that the
business trip is financed from
additional sources. There is no charge

for the practice in the SUT

A joint branch (faculty, institute) is
organized on the basis of a domestic
e university

An analysis of popular specialties is
being carried out, which will allow for
the recruitment of full-sized student
groups for training in the first
semester

Approval of 2 scientific supervisors for
the thesis (domestic and from SUT)

A branch council is being created
from leading teachers of partner
universities who will represent the
indicated specialties. The Council
=poroves the candidacy of the branch
director, representative of a domestic
university

Thesis defense in front of the joint
Council

Leading professors of the SUT will
conduct lectures remotely, receiving 2
salary in the SUT for this. Teachers of
the local university will conduct all
other classes, receiving local
remuneration for this

After the defense, each university
issues its own diploma

Fig. 3. The second scheme for the training of students of 1 and 2 levels of study

e e T e R Tt o e o e e e |
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FACULTY ST

UDENT

PhD STUDENT

Cooperation is being established
between universities and their
individual departments

Combining education with scientific
work. Publication of articles, patents
is desirable

Obtaining a residence permit in
Poland, monthly scholarship payment
and additional payment for

accommodation

An agreement on academic
cooperation is signed between
universities (MoU)

| Successful completion of education at
the university at the second
{master's) level

Approval of 2 scientific supervisors

{domestic and from SUT)

It is possible to sign an additional
agreement on joint doctoral studies

Admission to PhD School ata
domaestic university

Studying at the PhD School of SUT for
4 years. This period may be shorter if

Joint proposal for the topic of future
dissertation work

the dissertation is prepared faster.
Terms of study in doctoral schools
may not coincide

Defense of the thesis. Possible joint

Approval of topics by the Council of
Discipline of SUT

Submission of own documents using
the internet

defense at the Council of Discipline in
Poland. There may be 2 separate

dissertation defenses

Announcement of the competition on
the internet

Participation in the competition and a
very plausible admission to the PhD
school at SUT

After the defense, each university
issues its own doctorate diploma

Fig. 4. The scheme for the training of students of 3 (PhD) level of study

The first scheme of training students is the
casiest to implement. It has already been used for
the dual diploma process. Several students from
Satbayev University (Almaty, Kazakhstan) and
Tashkent State Transport University
(Uzbekistan)  successfully completed the
educational process at the Silesian Technical
University in the Faculty of Transport and
Aviation Engineering, defending their master's
theses and receiving the title of master-engineer
in Poland.

The second scheme may be more attractive for
students, as it involves significantly lower fees
and the opportunity to continue their education
in their own country without going to Poland or
with separate internships. This scheme was
enthusiastically accepted by a number of
Ukrainian universities and was already at the
implementation stage. Unfortunately, the
beginning of the active phase of the war
suspended the implementation of this project.
The third scheme, designed for training foreign
doctoral students in Poland, is currently being
implemented. Several foreign doctoral students
have been accepted to the doctoral school at the
Silesian University of Technology, who are

currently actively engaged in conducting
scientific research with the aim of further
preparing their dissertations.

All of the above schemes can be successfully
applied not only to countries outside the EU, but
also to European countries. In this case, there is
the possibility of using student funding from
European educational programs such as
ERASMUS+, CEEPUS and others. The only
requirement from the Polish side is the
completion of at least the last two semesters in
Poland, acceptance of the student's previous
educational process based on the submitted
transcript and successful defense of the thesis.

CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, it should be noted that education
in Polish universities is at a very high level.
Many universities are among the top thousand
prestigious rankings of the best universities in
the world. A student receiving a diploma from a
Polish university gives him the opportunity to
find employment in all European and a number
of other countries.
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It should also be emphasized that cooperation
with foreign universities is very useful for
increasing the ranking of Polish universities. At
the same time, the Silesian University of
Technology adheres to the basic principle that a
student's participation in the educational process
in Poland should not harm the parent university.
That is, if a given student goes to study in
Poland, this should contribute to the prestige of
his main university.
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